
Kokoda Youth Leadership Challenge
2010 Participant Selected!

The Kokoda Youth Leadership Challenge is an 
annual program administered by ClubsAustralia 
and Clubs WA which offers young people between 
the age of 16 and 22 the opportunity to walk 
the Kokoda Track. The program was originally 
developed by the NSW RSL & Services Clubs 
Association and has now been adopted nationally.

After an enormous response from promising 
future leaders, Clubs WA has recently selected a 

candidate to walk 
the Kokoda Track in 
September.

A special thank you 
to our judging panel: 
Mr. Wally Maker, 
President of Clubs 
WA, Mr. William 
Gaynor, President 

of WA RSL and Mr 
Peter Seaman, Executive Director of Clubs WA for 
taking the time to be part of this annual campaign. 

It is with great pleasure that Clubs WA announces 
Mr. Timonthy Chaney from Perth as the selected 
candidate to represent Clubs WA in the 2010 
Challenge. Here is a brief interview with Tim : 

Tell us about yourself
I am 21 years old and have recently completed my 
degree in Exercise and Sport Science at the University 
of Western Australia. I plan to return to University 
next year and do a Diploma of Education and hopefully 
work as a Phys Ed teacher. I attended Aquinas College 
and grew up and still live with my family of six in 
Subiaco. I currently work as a coach, swim teacher and 
stock assistant. 

Why have you applied to walk Kokoda?
Because I believe it will be an invaluable experience and 
provide me with a fantastic opportunity to learn more 
about myself and the Australian values of courage, 

I have a long time interest in Australian military 
history and my Great Grandad’s battalion, the 2/16th 
fought on Kokoda.

What sporting activities/ hobbies are you 
involved in?
Sport is undoubtedly my greatest interest, in particular 
lacrosse and AFL. I am a player and coach at the 
Subiaco Lacrosse Club and have played there for almost 
14 years. I have been lucky enough to play in State 

getting out on the boat with my mates. 

Are you involved with your local community? 
How would you feel about a leadership role in 
the community?
Currently I am a volunteer coach of the Subiaco 
Lacrosse Club Under 13 team and have done so for a 
number of years. I consider this a fantastic opportunity 
to combine something I love with community 
involvement. To be an effective leader in a community, 
I believe one must have a mutual respect with those 
around them. Communities are most effective when 
everyone contributes and a good leader facilitates 
this. 

What does walking the Kokoda 
Track mean to you? What do you 
think you will gain from this 
experience? 
Trekking Kokoda will be an amazing 
experience. To follow in the footsteps 
of young men like myself 68 years 
after they fought and died to protect 
Australia will be something which is unlike anything 
else. I am so grateful for the opportunity Clubs WA has 
given me and know that I will learn a lot about myself 
and what it means to be a true Australian. 
I will endeavor to make the most of my experience. 

Tim will be trekking the Kokoda Track from 27th 
September 2010 to 8th October 2010. 

Do you have a suitable candidate at your club?
 Keep a look out for the 2011 applications on www.clubswa.com.au! 

Tim Chaney

2009 Kokoda Participants


